“owadays, the term ‘cruiser-
| racer’ embraces a multitude
of hull forms and rig layouts.
B 10 the mid to late 1970s #
rcfezred almost exclusively to quite seyi-
ous racing vachis designed around the
IOR rule, more racer than cruiser. The
second half of the decade saw a boom in
club racing and a consequent increase
in demand for stripped-out racers
whose suitability for cruising was
definitely a secondary consideration.
Production builders began to offer
the type of vacht which previously had
been buitt to commissioned designs and
in small numbers by specialist vards
and, somewhat surprisingly at the Hme,
even Westerly was swept along in the
rush. Renowned for its solid, unspectac
wiar cruising boats, Westerly took to
this new market with enthusiagm and
amed Lzmrmt Giles for its first
attempt at an uncompromising racer,
the &.sm':r, rated at ¥ ton, lis sucress
suzch that Wes

is

Laurent Giles for 2 larger version.

The GIZ9 half-tonner appeared in
1978 to instant acclaim. With a profes-
sicnal crew on h)’ii‘d zhe “z‘eﬁﬂh })i dié

erly later went back to -

The GKZ9's racing
Freritage is evideni
iw the deck leyoui

n 1978 and 1979, Only & handful rolled
off the shop fleor in 1980, and in 1981
Westerly called it a day, as ne
desigrs seduced the club fleets. The
family racer version of the boat is the
one which will interest most cruising
people and i differs substandally from
the racer. The latter had a larger rig, 2
keel-stepped mast which was more
than 2ft taller, a deeper keel with lead
ballast instead of the family racer’s
shallow-draught cast iron keel, and a
rather basic interior with the accent on
light weight.

A good-looking yachi with her low
coachroof, powertul ines and ransom-
hung rudder, the GKZ9 was at the tme
of her inception constdered quite a live-
ly performer, though by today’s starn-
dards she is moderate in all directions.
The racing version likes a bit of weight
o the gunwales to keep her upright
when driving hard fo windward, but
the shorter rig of the family version
makes her altogether more docile,
though stili great fun to sail. Fasily dri-
ven, responsive and fast in light airs,
she provides g lively ride in brisker cor-
ditions, She is well bailasted and her
heavy weather cepability is good.

For a racing concept, the GKZ% m ‘akcg
quite a useful cruising v:
h-decked  look

,;éf van writes The
§ harve found on the GE25
'f{i movement of Hw plyi

is Jeﬁez,&m E
reinforeement bonded to the inside of the
fudl over the keel. A commion modification

psd

is fo fit more substantiol GRP fop hat
secton floors, bul their design and location
is frmporiant.

Other defects, in compron with nany
craft of Hiis nge, are Joose P-brackets and
Bistering on the udl belore the walerling
F despiie these defects and theis
y lightreeight construction,

far more robust fhan w




